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Romans Road to Salvation

What separates you from God and His love? SIN
Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned, and come short
of the glory of God.”

What is the result of sin? DEATH
Romans 6:23a “For the wages of sin is death...”

What does God desire for you? LIFE
Romans 6:23b “...but the gift of God is eternal
life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

What did Jesus do for you? DIED in YOUR place
Romans 5:8 “God demonstrates His own love
toward us, in that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.”

What must you do to be saved? BELIEVE &
CONFESS
Romans 10:9 “If you confess with your mouth,
‘Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”

Who can be saved? EVERYONE who believes in
Jesus

Romans 10:13 “Everyone who calls on the name
of the Lord will be saved.”

Whzt does faith in Jesus give you? PEACE
Romans 5:1 “Therefore, since we have been
Justified through faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

NO CONDEMNATION
Romans 8:1 “Therefore, there is now no
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”

ETERNAL LOVE
Romans 8:38-39 “I am convinced that neither
death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither
the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God
that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Prayer of Faith

Wednesday Night Bible Study &
Youth Night

We have started a brand new
study on Creation as we examine
the biblical basis of “Origins.”

Notes will be available online as
we progress through the study
and you can still download the
notes from our previous study on
the Book of Acts for a little while
longer. I will take them down
after a period of time.

During the Winter months, we
will start the Bible Study @ 6:00
p.m.

Also, next door at the Center,
during the months of January
and February, also at 6:00 p.m.,
we are offering self-defense
classes in helping people to
protect themselves in case it is
necessary.

If interested, come & join us.

SELF DEFENSE CLASSES

Starting in the Month of January,
we will be offering Self Defense
Classes at the Center. It will be
limited in number allowed per
class and the day and time will be
announced next month. If
interested, contact the Pastor and
we will pass along the details

SPRING REVIVAL

March 7-9 @ 7:00 p.m. Nightly
Wednesday—Friday

Dr. James Murray

Dr. Murray was the President of
Oakland City University (Our
denominational college) for over
30 years and is the present
Executive Director of General
Baptist with offices located in
Poplar Bluff, MO.

He will preach the word and
bring both conviction and
blessings to all who are willing to
respond to the Holy Spirit’s
leadership.

Come and join us as we celebrate
God’s blessings.

Pray for Dr. Murray and for the
Bethany Church that we will
experience God in these days set
aside for revival.

The Pastor’s Corner

A new year is upon us. During the month of January, | am
speaking on the subject of, “Getting your house in order” based
on the text of 2 Kings 20:1.

| will be addressing the importance of identifying, evaluating
and implementing a strategy to address the different areas of
our life, so as, to become more effective in our walk with God.

The first and foremost will be our walk with God. | will then
address our physical health and move towards our financial
wellbeing.

| am not an expert in any of these fields, but the bible has
definite things to say about the wellness and wholeness of our
entire being and how they fit into the big picture of fulfilling
God'’s purpose for our lives.

So, spend some time at the beginning of this new year and ask
yourselves if you need adjustments to your, spiritual walk with
God, your physical health, your mental and emotional
wellbeing, your relationships with others, and your financial
wellbeing.

If so, (I know you do, because we all do!) then spend some
time, early 2012 and get your act together, so we can serve
God as best as possible!

Sunday School Lessons
Theme: God Establishes a Faithful People
Unit 2: God’s Protection

Jan 1, 2012:
Jan 8, 2012:
Jan 15, 2012:
Jan 22, 2012:
Jan 29, 2012:

“God watches over Joseph” Gen.

“Joseph finds favor.” Gen. 41:37-46; 50-52
“God Preserves a Remnant” Gen. 45:3-15
“Facing Life Without Worry” Gen. 50:15-26
“Out of Egypt” Exodus 15:1-3, 19, 22-26

Planning for the Future

Wednesday, January 4, 2012 @ 6:00 p.m. Quarterly
Business Meeting of the Church.

Saturday, January 7, 2012 @ 6:00 p.m. Annual Bethany Chili
Cook Off at the Center.

Sunday, January 22, 2012 following the morning worship
service, there will be a short called meeting of the church to
grant approval to the Youth Committee established in the last
business meeting to begin advertising as to anyone interested
in serving the Bethany Church as the Youth Minister/Leader.

Sunday, January 29, 2012 @ 2:00 p.m. Campbell General
Baptist Nursing Home Ministry.

Sunday, February 5, 2012 @ 10:30 a.m. Youth Sunday

Sunday, February 5, 2012 after evening worship is the Annual
Youth Box Supper Fund Raiser at the Center.

SPRING REVIVAL: March 7-9 (Wednesday — Friday) @ 7:00
p.m. nightly. Dr. James Murray will be preaching with special
singing each night! Get the world out and let’s enjoy a great
time of spiritual refreshing.

Happy Birthday
January Birthdays

Leah KiNg ...ooieiieeeee e,
Kevin Loafman..........cccccoiiiiiiiiiiicci e

Byron Loafman Sr.........cccooooiiiiiiiiie,

Rick King
Christyn Schaffer......................
Amber King......ccoovveeivvieiiiiinnnnnn.
Terri Hampton..........c.cccceeenee. ‘

Junior Harvey
Amy Green
Dale Green .......ccooveeeiiiciieeee e
Taylor Wethington
Hanna Farmer ...
Kenny Loafman

Bible Reading

(Reading the Old Testament once and New Testament 2x)

There are 1,189 chapters in the Bible. There are 929 chapters
in the Old Testament and 260 chapters in the New Testament.

You can work out your own bible reading plan, but, just for
instance, If you wanted to read through the entire bible once
and go through the New Testament twice, you would need to
average just below five (5) chapters a day (based on a 365 day
year ... this year, you have an extra day).

Needless to say, we all need to make reading our bibles a
habit, so why not start in 2012 and go through it at least once
and you’ll be glad you did.

By the way, if you would rather change it up some. Just
reading through the bible one time requires you to just read, on
average, 3.26 chapters each day (I'd round up to 4 chapters).

So you can see, just by adding 1 more chapter per day, you
can read the New Testament two time through.

| hope several of you will walk up and tell me in 2013, “I read
my bible all the way through in 2012.”
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Creation

As mentioned in the side column, we are starting a brand new
study on the subject of Creation. We are looking at the
Genesis account as pass down to us from God to Moses to Us.
The issue of how we began and your belief system in terms of
that, has much to say about your confidence in the Word of
God as a whole.

Do we believe the Bible or Not? Some want to hold to the
Evolutionist View as depicted by Charles Darwin and widely
taught in the public school system today, but does that really
jive with what the bible teaches?

Why do we feel that we must “twist” the interpretation of
Scripture in support of what the Evolutionist (also called
Naturalist) describe to us as “fact”, when it is but an unproven
evolutionary “theory”.

Some websites to consider in your research, if you choose to
do so are listed below. However, in our Wednesday Evening
Bible Study, we will be looking at it from more of a theological
view, rather than scientific, though, from time to time, | will
allude to the “science” that supports the Scripture and the lack
of “genuine science” that is used to support evolution.

Come and join us.

www.AnswersInGenesis.org
www.CreationResearch.org
www.|CR.org
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Great Book to Read

During the month of December 2012, Brother Andy Borders
recommended to me the book written by Dr. Billy Graham,
titled, “Nearing Home: Life, Faith, and Finishing Well.”

If you have not read it as yet, | encourage you to check it out.
If you have a computer, Smart Phone or a Kindle Device, you
can purchase it rather inexpensively at www.Amazon.com and
download it to your device. (Make sure it's the electronic
version). You can also find the book at Walmart and other
local book stores. It's a great read.
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During the month of February, the Pastor is planning on
preaching on “Bible Passages that are Difficult to
Understand” and if you have a particular verse or passage
that you’ve wondered what it meant, that drop a note or send
an email and maybe, | can add it the sermon selections. If too
many come in, | will try to respond to you personally by email.
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New Christians Lesson
Becoming a brand new Christian is exciting!!

However, getting off on the right foot is essential. In this first
lesson of several throughout the year, | want to remind you of
what has happened to you and the Next Steps you need to
take in the growing process.

What Happened?

There are a few things that | hope will be a reminder to you
about the decision you made when you accepted Christ.

1. You recognized your personal need for God in your
life and you saw sin for what it is, disobedience to
God. You were sorry for your sins and became
repentant, (to have a change of mind) about them.

You then made a conscientious decision to Ask God
for forgiveness and Invite Jesus Christ to take over
your life as Savior and as Lord.

We call that being “born again” or being born of the
Spirit, or being born from above.

2. Because of your decision, God has forgiven you as He
has promised and the bible tells us that Jesus has come
into your life and has given you the Holy Spirit to teach
you and help you to deal with life’s situations as a new
Christian.

3. Like a newborn baby, you need help to grow and God
has given you all the tools necessary for you to
become a spiritual giant! So, what should you do now?

4. Recognize the new relationship you have with God
through Jesus Christ. You are God’s child now and
you need to seek to please you. You are accepted into
God’s family (the Christian Church) and you need to
trust in what Jesus has done to you. You need to
maintain the confidence we have in Jesus Christ to
keep us in this new found relationship. He has given
you the Holy Spirit to help you, the Bible for you to
learn more about Him and how we are to live in this
world. He has given you a “fellowship” of believers,
called the Church, that you need to worship with
every week and you have the ability to Pray to God
and know He hears you.

5. So, start out simple. Read you bible every day, Pray
every day and go to church every Sunday.

6. Don’t be afraid to tell others what Jesus has done in
your life either. The bible says, “If you confess me
(Jesus) before men, | will confess you before my
Father which is in heaven.” Just tell others your story.

7. Next month, | go on to lesson Two. If you have any
questions in the mean time, email me at:
bethanygbc@gmail.com
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4 Steps to Peace With God
by Billy Graham

Step One
God’s Purpose: Peace
and Life

God loves you and wants you to
experience peace and life—
abundant and eternal.

The Bible says...

“We have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ.” Romans 5:1

“For God so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have
everlasting life.” John 3:16

“I have come that they may have
life, and that they may have it more
abundantly.” John 10:10

Why don’t most people have this
peace and abundant life that God
planned for us to have?

4 Steps to Peace With God
by Billy Graham

Step Two
The Problem: Our
Separation

God created us in His own image to
have an abundant life. He did not
make us as robots to automatically
love and obey Him. God gave us a
will and a freedom of choice.

We chose to disobey God and go
our own willful way. We still make
this choice today. This results in
separation from God.

The Bible says...

“For all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23
“For the wages of sin is death, but
the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Our Attempts to Reach God
People have tried in many ways to
bridge this gap between themselves
and God...

The Bible says...

“There is a way that seems right to
a man, but in the end it leads to
death.” Proverbs 14:12

“But your iniquities have separated
you from your God; your sins have
hidden his face from you, so that

he will not hear.” Isaiah 59:2

No bridge reaches God ...
except one.

4 Steps to Peace With God
by Billy Graham

Step Three
God’s Bridge: The Cross
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(sinful)

Jesus Christ died on the Cross and
rose from the grave. He paid the
penalty for our sin and bridged the
gap between God and people.

The Bible says...

“For there is one God and one
mediator between God and men,
the man Jesus Christ.” 1 Timothy
2:5

“For Christ died for sins once for
all, the righteous for the
unrighteous, to bring you to God.”
1 Peter 3:18

“But God demonstrates his own
love for us in this: While we were
still sinners, Christ died for us.”
Romans 5:8

God has provided the only way.
Each person must make a choice.

4 Steps to Peace With God
by Billy Graham

Step Four
Our Response: Receive
Christ

We must trust Jesus Christ as Lord
and Savior and receive Him by
personal invitation.

The Bible says...

“Here I am! I stand at the door and
knock. If anyone hears my voice
and opens the door, I will come in
and eat with him, and he with me.”
Revelation 3:20

“Yet to all who received him, to
those who believed in his name, he
gave the right to become children
of God.” John 1:12

“That if you confess with your
mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,” and believe
in your heart that God raised Him
from the dead, you will be saved.”
Romans 10:9

Where are you?

Where are you?

Will you receive Jesus Christ right
now?

Here is how you can receive Christ:

1.Admit your need (I am a
sinner).

2.Be willing to turn from your
sins (repent).

3.Believe that Jesus Christ died
for you on the Cross and rose
from the grave.

4.Through prayer, invite Jesus
Christ to come in and control
your life through the Holy Spirit.
(Receive Him as Lord and
Savior.) Each person must make
a choice.

4 Steps to Peace With God
by Billy Graham

The Sinner’s Prayer

How to Pray:
Dear Lord Jesus,

| know that | am a sinner and
need Your forgiveness. | believe
that You died for my sins. | want
to turn from my sins. | now invite
You to come into my heart and
life. | want to trust and follow
You as Lord and Savior.

In Jesus’ name. Amen.

This is just the beginning of a
wonderful new life in Christ. To
deepen this relationship you
should:

1. Read your Bible everyday to
know Christ better.

2. Talk to God in prayer every day.
3. Tell others about Christ.

4. Worship, fellowship, and serve
with other Christians in a church
where Christ is preached.

5. As Christ’s representative in a
needy world, demonstrate your new
life by your love and concern for
others.

A Memorial to those
We Loved and Lost
in 2011

During this past year, we have had to say goodbye to some
more of the people we love and will certainly miss:

James Krepps: 75 years old. Husband of Darlene and Father
to Katrina Hodges.

Kelsey Dettrie: 103 years old.
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Louise Sullivan: 90 years old. Mother to Junior and Kenneth
Fortner.

Della Lee Greene: 85 years old. Dale Green’s Sister and
Aunt to numerous others.

Rodney Green: 56 years old. Son of Dale and Betty Jo
Green. e —

Cloyce King: 87 years old. Husband to Mary and Uncle to
Jackie and Ronald King.

Joseph Loafman: 90 years old. Father of Kevin Loafman and
brother to Mabrey, Darlene Krepps and Harlan.

Elizabeth Rice: 94 years old. Ruben Arthur White’s Mom.

Marion “Bud” Whitehead: 76 years old. The brother of
Wanda Whitehead.

Jimmy Howell: 69 years old. Uncle of Alan Howell.

Veryl Riddle: 89 years old (One day shy of 90)

Hank Taylor: 83 years old. Husband to Betty Taylor and
brother-in-law to Wanda King and Rosalie Brown.

Dorothy Whitehead: 84 years old. Grandmother to Jamie
King and Rhonda Lawhon.

p A
4,

Elva Smee: 89 years old. Aunt to Johnny Grindstaff.

There were many others, some | may have omitted due to my
memory lapse, (my apologies) who are not on this list but
missed all the same.

The Green Thing

Checking out at the store, the young cashier suggested to the
older woman, that she should bring her own grocery bags
because plastic bags weren't good for the environment.

The woman apologized and explained, "We didn't have this
green thing back in my earlier days."

The clerk responded, "That's our problem today. Your
generation did not care enough to save our environment for
future generations."

She was right -- our generation didn't have the green thing in
its day.

Back then, we returned milk bottles, soda bottles and beer
bottles to the store. The store sent them back to the plant to be
washed and sterilized and refilled, so it could use the same
bottles over and over. So they really were recycled. But we
didn't have the green thing back in our day.

We walked up stairs, because we didn't have an escalator in
every store and office building. We walked to the grocery store
and didn't climb into a 300-horsepower machine every time we
had to go two blocks. But she was right. We didn't have the
green thing in our day.

Back then, we washed the baby's diapers because we didn't
have the throw-away kind. We dried clothes on a line, not in an
energy gobbling machine burning up 220 volts -- wind and
solar power really did dry our clothes back in our early days.
Kids got hand-me-down clothes from their brothers or sisters,
not always brand-new clothing. But that young lady is right; we
didn't have the green thing back in our day.

Back then, we had one TV, or radio, in the house --nota TV in
every room. And the TV had a small screen the size of a
handkerchief (remember them?), not a screen the size of the
state of Montana . In the kitchen, we blended and stirred by
hand because we didn't have electric machines to do
everything for us. When we packaged a fragile item to send in
the mail, we used wadded up old newspapers to cushion it, not
Styrofoam or plastic bubble wrap. Back then, we didn't fire up
an engine and burn gasoline just to cut the lawn. We used a
push mower that ran on human power. We exercised by
working so we didn't need to go to a health club to run on
treadmills that operate on electricity. But she's right; we didn't
have the green thing back then.

We drank from a fountain when we were thirsty instead of
using a cup or a plastic bottle every time we had a drink of
water. We refilled writing pens with ink instead of buying a new
pen, and we replaced the razor blades in a razor instead of
throwing away the whole razor just because the blade got dull.
But we didn't have the green thing back then.

Back then, people took the streetcar or a bus and kids rode
their bikes to school or walked instead of turning their moms
into a 24-hour taxi service. We had one electrical outlet in a
room, not an entire bank of sockets to power a dozen
appliances. And we didn't need a computerized gadget to
receive a signal beamed from satellites 2,000 miles out in
space in order to find the nearest pizza joint.

But isn't it sad the current generation laments how wasteful we
old folks were just because we didn't have the green thing back
then?

Something to Make You Smile

Well, | hate to leave a newsletter without something humorous
to add ... so here goes ...
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“Pastor Craig hated when marriage ceremonies were
interrupted by picture-taking, so he told the congregation:
“Even if your spirit is willing, let your ‘flash’ be weak.”
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“A little boy was attending his first wedding. After the service,
his cousin asked him, “How many women can a man marry?”
“Sixteen,” the boy responded. His cousin was amazed that he
had an answer so quickly. “How do you know that?” he asked.
“Easy,” the little boy said, “All you have to do is add it up, like
the pastor said: four better, four worse, four richer, four poorer.”
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Sign on Laundromat next door to a church: “Here’s where
cleanliness really is next to godliness!”

Thank you for taking the time to read this newsletter. If you found it
helpful, please forward it to others who may be interested in what’s
going on at the Bethany Church.

If you had rather have this newsletter emailed to you, please send an
email to us with your request.

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here.
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