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Romans Road to Salvation

What separates you from God and His love? SIN
Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned, and come short
of the glory of God.”

What is the result of sin? DEATH
Romans 6:23a “For the wages of sin is death...”

What does God desire for you? LIFE
Romans 6:23b “...but the gift of God is eternal
life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

What did Jesus do for you? DIED in YOUR place
Romans 5:8 “God demonstrates His own love
toward us, in that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.”

What must you do to be saved? BELIEVE &
CONFESS
Romans 10:9 “If you confess with your mouth,
‘Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”

Who can be saved? EVERYONE who believes in
Jesus
Romans 10:13 “Everyone who calls on the name
of the Lord will be saved.”

Whzt does faith in Jesus give you? PEACE
Romans 5:1 “Therefore, since we have been
Justified through faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

NO CONDEMNATION
Romans 8:1 “Therefore, there is now no
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”

ETERNAL LOVE
Romans 8:38-39 “I am convinced that neither
death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither
the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God
that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Prayer of Faith

Wednesday Night Bible Study &
Youth Night

We continue our study in the
Book of Acts throughout the
month of August. We started the
month in Acts 16 and will
continue to progress through the
Book each Wednesday Night ...

Our Summer Youth Leaders
Kara Blalock, and her fiancé,
Curt Miller are heading back to
college full time. Thank you for
your service throughout Summer
2011! We appreciate your good
work.

Missions & Ministry Summit
was a huge success!

For more information, go to the
Bethany Church website and
scroll down on the comments
for the daily updates while we
were there.

VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL 2011

Mary Ann Howell did a superb
job in preparing for it and
leading the team to another
great year in teaching the kids
(and adults) about Jesus!

NEW CHRISTIAN’S
CLASS

The Pastor is developing a series
of lessons in bite size portions,
so a new Christian can just go
online, anytime, 24 hours a day,
7 days a week and learn how to
grow in his/her faith in
Jesus Christ.

If you are a new Christian, you
will soon be able to go ONLINE
and watch the lessons and start
applying the truths to you life and
allow Christ to make you the
person, He created you to be!

A NEW MEMBER’S CLASS
WILL BE ONLINE SOON AS
WELL

The Pastor’s Corner

Prophecy being fulfilled. We've heard from the many over the
last couple of months especially about the end of the world
prophesies, the rapture of the church, etc. Prophesy is always
interesting to me and should be to you as well. Yet, false
assumptions made by deluded “experts” brings lots of criticism
and skepticism from the unbelieving world.

| believe we can know that the “table is being set” for the
rapture of the church. | believe we can give our “best guess”
as to whether present day events are indeed scripturally
relevant to the Lord’s return. | personally think the “falling
world economy,” the “atmospheric” events such as
earthquakes, floods, tornados, prove to me that we are looking
at the setting of the stage for Jesus’ return.

YET, the bible is clear, to name a specific day or time for the
Lord’s return is not for man to know ... ONLY GOD! (Matthew
24:36)

Prophecy can only be speculative at best, with our bibles in
one hand and the local newspaper in the other. We can make
our “best guesses” and may in fact be right, but let us not be
“‘unbiblical” in telling people something, God has clearly told us,
We Cannot Do!

Sunday School Lessons
Theme: God Instructs His People
Unit 3: A Case Study in Community

August 7: “Walk in God’s Path” Judges 13:1-8, 24-25
August 14: “Choosing a Community” Ruth 1:8-18

August 21: “Empowering the Needy” Ruth 2:8-18

August 28: “Respecting Community Standards” Ruth 4:1-10

Planning for the Future

August 6th @ 6:00 a.m. “40 Acres of Fun” Youth Outing to Memphis,
Tennessee. We will be leaving from the Church Parking Lot.

August 7th @ 6:00 p.m. Baptismal Service for Zoe Borders.

August 8th @ 7:00 p.m. Women’s Missionary Meeting in the Church
Basement.

August 9th @ 10:00 a.m. Golden Living Nursing Home in New Madrid.
This is a new outreach for the Church.

August 14th @ 6:00 p.m. Communion & Annual Feetwashing Service.
August 15th The Pastor’s Family will be leaving on Vacation.
August 18th @ 10:30 a.m. Golden Living Nursing Home in Malden.

August 21st @ 10:30 a.m. Rev. George Howell will be preaching for the
Pastor while he is on vacation.

Happy Birthday

August Birthdays
Kimberly Benjamin .........cccoceiiiieiiineee e, August 4
Lynn VINCENT.....iiiiii e 6
Gwen (KiNg) OlINGEr........ooiiiiiiiiieiee e 9
Mary Ann Howell ..o,
Hali LaWhOoN ..o
Terry Lembke ........................
Miranda Grindstaff i
Linda Bates...........ccccevevennnn. es
Nathan Reynolds.................... -
Lannie Blake..........cccooceiini
MIKE OlINGET ..ot
Delia JONNSON.......coiiiiiiiiiie e
Patty BOrders........ccoi i
F L2y g = To] o [T U

Happy Anniversary
August Anniversaries
Wayne & Cindy Green.........ccoceeeeeiiiiceeiniieee e, August 2
Mike & GWen OliNGET ........cueeiiiiiiei e 6
Byron & Delilah Loafman............ccccvveeeiiiiiiiiieece e, 8
Joseph & Angela Johnson..........ccccccooviiiiiiiiiic e, 8
Joe & Patty Borders ...........ccccvveeeeeeiiiiiiiiieeeee e, 15
R. J. & Susie RiddIe .........cccoeviiiiiieiee e, 22
Doug & Cheryl Wethington.............ccccooiiiiiieie 29
Jackie & Sherry King .......coooiiiiiiiiiieeeee e 31

A Little HUMOR

Ole is the Pastor of the local Norwegian Lutheran Church and
Pastor Sven is the minister of the Swedish Covenant Church
across the road.

One day they are seen pounding a sign into the ground, which
said:

DA END ISS NEAR! TURN YERSELF AROUNT NOW
BAFOR IT ISS TOO LATE!

As a car speeds past them, the driver leans out his window and
yells, "Leave people alone, you Skandihoovian religious nuts!"

From the curve they heard screeching tires and a big splash.

Shakin' his head, Rev. Ole says "Dat's da terd one dis

mornin'.

"Yaa," Pastor Sven agrees, then asks, "Do ya tink maybe da
sign should yust say, 'Bridge Out?™

*kkkkkkkkkkkkkhhkhhkhhhkhkkkkkkkkkkhhhhhhhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhhkkkkkkkkkkk

It was announced today that Buckwheat, of Our Gang fame,
has converted to the Muslim faith and changed his name to
Kareem of Wheat.

| just hope he doesn't become a cereal Kkiller.

*kkkkkkkkkkkkkhhhhhhhhhkhkkkkkkkkkkhhhhhhhkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkkkkkkkkkk

Worry

The word “worry” is derived from an old Anglo-Saxon word
meaning to strangle or to choke. How well-named the emotion
it has been demonstrated again and again in persons who
have lost their effectiveness due to the stultifying effect of
anxiety and apprehension. A certain well-controlled
carefreeness may well be an asset. Normal sensible concern is
an important attribute of the mature person. But worry
frustrates one’s best functioning.

—Norman Vincent Peale

The beginning of anxiety is the end of faith; and the beginning
of true faith is the end of anxiety. —George Muller

Don’t Borrow Trouble from Tomorrow

A little girl sat on the curb crying. A kind man thought
something awful had happened to her. He asked her what was
the trouble. She replied, “I was just sitting here thinking that
some day | will be a woman. | may marry and have a little girl
like me. And she might run into the street and be killed by an
automobile.” Then bursting into tears again, she said, “If that
happened | couldn’t stand it!”

Jesus said, “Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof” (Matt.
6:34). In other words, we should not borrow trouble from the
future. We have all we can handle today. We are to trust God
in the known events of the present and also in the unknown
events about to come.

When Birds Worry

When the birds begin to worry
And the lilies toil and spin,
And God’s creatures all are anxious,
Then | also may begin.

For my Father sets their table,

Decks them out in garments fine,

And if He supplies their living,
Will He not provide for mine?

Just as noisy, common sparrows
Can be found most anywhere—
Unto some just worthless creatures,
If they perish who would care?

Yet our Heavenly Father numbers

Every creature great and small,
Caring even for the sparrows.

Marking when to earth they fall.

If His children’s hairs are numbered,
Why should we be filled with fear?
He has promised all that’s needful,
And in trouble to be near.

—Anonymous

Nine Out Of Ten

There is no disputing the fact that, nine times out of ten,
worrying about a thing does more damage to those who worry
than the actual thing itself.

Modern medical research has proved that worry breaks
down resistance to disease. More than that, it actually diseases
the nervous system—particularly that of the digestive organs
and of the heart. Add to this the toll in unhappiness of
sleepless nights and days void of internal sunshine, and you
have a glimpse of the work this monster does in destroying the
effectiveness of the human body.

It is plain common sense that worry has no rightful place in
the lives of most of us.
—Ken Anderson

Sermons From the Past

George Whitefield preached alongside of John Wesley, the
founder of the Methodist Church and was one of history’s great
Revivalist. He was born in 1714 and died in 1770.

Here is a “Sermon from the past” called, “Satan’s Devices”

The occasion of these words was as follows: In the church
of Corinth there was an unhappy person, who had committed
such incest, as was not so much as named among the
Gentiles, in taking his father’s wife; but either on account of his
wealth, power, or some such reasons, like many notorious
offenders now-adays, he had not been exposed to the
censures of the church. St. Paul, therefore, in his first epistle,
severely chides them for this neglect of discipline, and
commands them, “in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when
they were gathered together, to deliver such a one, whoever he
was, to Satan, for the destruction of the flesh, that his Spirit
might be saved in the day of the Lord;” that is, they should
solemnly excommunicate him; which was then commonly
attended with some bodily disease. The Corinthians, being
obedient to the Apostle, as dear children, no sooner received
this reproof, but they submitted to it, and cast the offending
party out of the church. But whilst they were endeavoring to
amend one fault, they unhappily ran into another; and as they
formerly had been too mild and remiss, so now they behaved
towards him with too much severity and resentment. The
Apostle, therefore, in this chapter, reproves this, and tells them,
that “sufficient to the offender’s shame, was the punishment
which had been inflicted of many:” that he had now suffered
enough; and that, therefore, lest he should be tempted to say
with Cain, “My punishment is greater than | can bear;” or to use
the Apostle’s own words, “Lest he should be swallowed up with
overmuch sorrow;” they ought, now he had given proof of his
repentance, to forgive him, to confirm their love towards him,
and to restore him in the spirit of meekness; “Lest Satan, (to
whose buffetings he was now given, by tempting him to
despair) should get an advantage over us:” and so, by
representing you as merciless and cruel, cause that holy name
to be blasphemed, by which you are called; “for we are not
ignorant of his devices:” we know very well how many subtle
ways he has to draw aside and beguile unguarded unthinking
men.
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4 Steps to Peace With God
by Billy Graham

Step One
God’s Purpose: Peace
and Life

God loves you and wants you to
experience peace and life—
abundant and eternal.

The Bible says...

“We have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ.” Romans 5:1

“For God so loved the world that
He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have
everlasting life.” John 3:16

“I have come that they may have
life, and that they may have it more
abundantly.” John 10:10

Why don’t most people have this
peace and abundant life that God
planned for us to have?

4 Steps to Peace With God
by Billy Graham

Step Two
The Problem: Our
Separation

God created us in His own image to
have an abundant life. He did not
make us as robots to automatically
love and obey Him. God gave us a
will and a freedom of choice.

We chose to disobey God and go
our own willful way. We still make
this choice today. This results in
separation from God.

The Bible says...

“For all have sinned and fall short
of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23
“For the wages of sin is death, but
the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Our Attempts to Reach God
People have tried in many ways to
bridge this gap between themselves
and God...

The Bible says...

“There is a way that seems right to
a man, but in the end it leads to
death.” Proverbs 14:12

“But your iniquities have separated
you from your God; your sins have
hidden his face from you, so that

he will not hear.” Isaiah 59:2

No bridge reaches God ...
except one.

4 Steps to Peace With God
by Billy Graham

Step Three
God’s Bridge: The Cross

Bii ﬁf—‘lm;—m"s

(sinful)

Jesus Christ died on the Cross and
rose from the grave. He paid the
penalty for our sin and bridged the
gap between God and people.

The Bible says...

“For there is one God and one
mediator between God and men,
the man Jesus Christ.” 1 Timothy
2:5

“For Christ died for sins once for
all, the righteous for the
unrighteous, to bring you to God.”
1 Peter 3:18

“But God demonstrates his own
love for us in this: While we were
still sinners, Christ died for us.”
Romans 5:8

God has provided the only way.
Each person must make a choice.

4 Steps to Peace With God
by Billy Graham

Step Four
Our Response: Receive
Christ

We must trust Jesus Christ as Lord
and Savior and receive Him by
personal invitation.

The Bible says...

“Here I am! I stand at the door and
knock. If anyone hears my voice
and opens the door, I will come in
and eat with him, and he with me.”
Revelation 3:20

“Yet to all who received him, to
those who believed in his name, he
gave the right to become children
of God.” John 1:12

“That if you confess with your
mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,” and believe
in your heart that God raised Him
from the dead, you will be saved.”
Romans 10:9

Where are you?

Where are you?

Will you receive Jesus Christ right
now?

Here is how you can receive Christ:

1.Admit your need (I am a
sinner).

2.Be willing to turn from your
sins (repent).

3.Believe that Jesus Christ died
for you on the Cross and rose
from the grave.

4.Through prayer, invite Jesus
Christ to come in and control
your life through the Holy Spirit.
(Receive Him as Lord and
Savior.) Each person must make
a choice.

4 Steps to Peace With God
by Billy Graham

The Sinner’s Prayer

How to Pray:
Dear Lord Jesus,

| know that | am a sinner and
need Your forgiveness. | believe
that You died for my sins. | want
to turn from my sins. | now invite
You to come into my heart and
life. | want to trust and follow
You as Lord and Savior.

In Jesus’ name. Amen.

This is just the beginning of a
wonderful new life in Christ. To
deepen this relationship you
should:

1. Read your Bible everyday to
know Christ better.

2. Talk to God in prayer every day.
3. Tell others about Christ.

4. Worship, fellowship, and serve
with other Christians in a church
where Christ is preached.

5. As Christ’s representative in a
needy world, demonstrate your new
life by your love and concern for
others.

Sermons From the Past (Continued)

Thus then, stand the words in relation to the context; but as
Satan has many devices, and as his quiver is full of other
poisonous darts, besides those which he shoots at us to drive
us to despair, | shall, in the following discourse,

First, Briefly observe who we are to understand by Satan.
And, Secondly, Point out to you, what are the chief devices he
generally makes use of to draw off converts from Christ, and
also prescribe some remedies against them.

First, Who are we to understand by Satan?

The word Satan, in its original signification, meant an
adversary; and in its general acceptation, is made use of, to
point out to us the chief of the devils, who, for striving to be as
God, was cast down from heaven, and is now permitted, “with
the rest of his spiritual wickednesses in high places, to walk up
and down, seeking whom he may devour.” We hear of him
immediately after the creation, when in the shape of a serpent,
he lay in wait to deceive our first parents. He is called Satan, in
the book of Job, where we are told, that “when the sons of God
came to present themselves before the Lord, Satan also came
amongst them.” As the scripture also speaketh in the book of
Chronicles; “and Satan moved David to number the people.” In
the New Testament he goes under different denominations;
sometimes he is called the evil One, because he is evil in
himself, and tempts us to evil. Sometimes, “the Prince of the
power of the air;” and, “the Spirit that now ruleth in the children
of disobedience;” because he resides chiefly in the air, and
through the whole world: and all that are not born of God, are
said to lie in him.

He is an enemy to God and goodness; he is a hater of all
truth. Why else did he slander God in paradise? Why did he tell
Eve, “You shall not surely die?” And why did he promise to give
all the kingdoms of the world, and the glories of them, to Jesus
Christ, if he would fall down and worship him?

He is full of malice, envy, and revenge: For what other
motives could induce him to molest innocent man in paradise?
And why is he still so restless in his attempts to destroy us,
who have done him no wrong?

He is a being of great power, as appears in his being able
to act on the imagination of our blessed Lord, so as to
represent to him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glories
of them, in a moment of time. As also in carrying his sacred
body through the air up to a pinnacle of the temple; and his
driving a herd of swine so furiously into the deep. Nay, so great
is his might, that, | doubt not, was God to let him use his full
strength, but he could turn the earth upside down, or pull the
sun from its orb.

But what he is most remarkable for is, his subtlety: for not
having power given him from above, to take us by force, he is
obliged to wait for opportunities to betray us, and to catch us by
guile. He, therefore, made use of the serpent, which was subtle
above all the beasts of the field, in order to tempt our first
parents; and accordingly he is said, in the New Testament, “To
lie in wait to deceive;” and, in the words of the text, the Apostle
says, “We are not ignorant of his devices:” thereby implying,
that we are more in danger of being seduced by his policy,
than over-borne by his power.

From this short description of Satan, we may easily judge
whose children they are, who love to make a lie, who speak
evil of, and slander their neighbor, and whose hearts are full of
pride, subtlety, malice, envy, revenge, and all
uncharitableness. Surely they have Satan for their father: for
the tempers of Satan they know, and the works of Satan they
do. But were they to see either themselves, or Satan as he is,
they could not but be terrified at their own likeness, and abhor
themselves in dust and ashes.

But, the justice of God in suffering us to be tempted, is
vindicated from the following considerations: That we are here
in a state of disorder; That he has promised not to suffer us to
be tempted above what we are able to bear; and not only so,
but to him that overcometh he will give a crown of life.

The holy angels themselves, it should seem, were once put
to a trial whether they would be faithful or not. The first Adam
was tempted, even in paradise. And Jesus Christ, that second
Adam, though he was a son, yet was carried, as our
representative, by the Holy Spirit, into the wilderness, to be
tempted of the devil. And there is not one single saint in
paradise, amongst the goodly fellowship of the prophets, the
glorious company of the apostles, the noble army of martyrs,
and the spirits of just men made perfect, who, when on earth,
was not assaulted by the fiery darts of that wicked one, the
devil.

What then has been the common lot of all God’s children,
and of the angels, nay, of the eternal Son of God himself, we
must not think to be exempted from: No, it is sufficient if we are
made perfect through temptations, as they were. And,
therefore, since we cannot but be tempted, unless we could
unmake human nature, instead of repining at our condition, we
should rather be inquiring, at what time of our lives Satan most
violently assaults us? And what those devices are, which he
commonly makes use of, in order to “get an advantage over
us?”

As to the first question, what time of life? | answer, we must
expect to be tempted by him, in some degree or other, all our
lives long. — For this life being a continual warfare, we must
never expect to have rest from our spiritual adversary the devil,
or to say, our combat with him is finished, ‘ill, with our blessed
master, we bow down our heads, and give up the ghost.

But since the time of our conversion, or first entering upon
the spiritual life, is the most critical time at which he, for the
most part, violently besets us, as well knowing, if he can
prevent our setting out, he can lead us captive at his will; and
since the wise son of Sirach particularly warns us, when we are
going to serve the Lord, to prepare our souls for temptation, |
shall, in answer to the other question, pass on to the

Second general thing proposed; and point out those
devices, which Satan generally makes use of at our first
conversion, in order to get an advantage over us.

But let me observe to you, that whatsoever shall be
delivered in the following discourse is only designed for such
as have actually entered upon the divine life; and not for carnal
almost Christians, who have the form of godliness, but never
yet felt the power of it in their hearts.

This being premised, The First device | shall mention,
which Satan makes use of, is, to drive us to despair.

When God the Father awakens a sinner by the terrors of
the law, and by his Holy Spirit convinceth him of sin, in order to
lead him to Christ, and show him the necessity of a Redeemer;
then Satan generally strikes in, and aggravates those
convictions to such a degree, as to make the sinner doubt of
finding mercy thro’ the Mediator.

Thus, in all his temptations of the Holy Jesus, he chiefly
aimed to make him question, whether he was the Son of God?
“If thou be the Son of God,” do so and so. With many such
desponding thoughts, no doubt, he filled the heart of the great
St. Paul, when he continued three days, neither eating bread
nor drinking water; and therefore he speaks by experience,
when he says, in the words of the text, “We are not ignorant of
his devices,” that he would endeavor to drive the incestuous
person to despair.

But let not any of you be influenced by him, to despair of
finding mercy. For it is not the greatness or number of our
crimes, but impenitence and unbelief, that will prove our ruin:
No, were our sins more in number than the hairs of our head,
or of a deeper die than the brightest scarlet; yet the merits of
the death of Jesus Chris are infinitely greater, and faith in his
blood shall make them white as snow.

Answer always, therefore, his despairing suggestions, as
your Blessed Lord did, with an “It is written.” Tell him, you know
that your Redeemer liveth, ever to make intercession for you;
that the Lord hath received from him double for all your crimes:
And tho’ you have sinned much, that is no reason why you
should despair, but only why you should love much, having so
much forgiven.

A Second device that Satan generally makes use of, to
get an advantage over young converts, is, to tempt them to
presume, or to think more highly of themselves than they
ought to think.

When a person ha for some little time tasted the good word
of life, and felt the powers of the world to come, he is
commonly (as indeed well he may) most highly transported
with that sudden change he finds in himself. But then, Satan
will not be wanting, at such a time, to puff him up with a high
conceit of his own attainments as if he was some great person;
and will tempt him to set at nought his brethren, as though he
was holier than they.

Take heed therefore, and let us beware of this device of our
spiritual adversary; for as before honor is humility, so a haughty
spirit generally goes before a fall; and God is obliged, when
under such circumstances, to send us some humbling
visitation, or permit us to fall, as he did Peter into some
grievous sin, that we may learn not to be too high minded.

To check therefore all suggestions to spiritual pride, let us
consider, that we did not apprehend Christ, but were
apprehended of him. That we have nothing but what we have
received. That the free grace of God has alone made the
difference between us and others; and, was God to leave us to
the deceitfulness of our own hearts but one moment, we
should become weak and wicked, like other men. We should
farther consider, that being proud of grace, is the most ready
way to lose it. “For God resisteth the proud, and giveth more
grace only to the humble.” And were we endowed with the
perfections of the seraphim; yet if we were proud of those
perfections, they would but render us more accomplished
devils. Above all, we should pray earnestly to Aimighty God,
that we may learn of Jesus Christ, to be lowly in heart. That his
grace, through the subtlety and deceivableness of Satan, may
not be our poison. But that we may always think soberly of
ourselves, as we ought to think.

A Third device | shall mention, which Satan generally
makes use of, “to get an advantage over us,” is to tempt us to
uneasiness, and to have hard thoughts of God, when we
are dead and barren in prayer.

Though this is a term not understood by the natural man,
yet, whosoever there are amongst you, who have passed
through the pangs of the new birth, they know full well what |
mean, when | talk of deadness and dryness in prayer. And, |
doubt not, but many of you, amongst whom | am not preaching
the kingdom of God, are at this very time laboring under it.

For, when persons are first awakened to the divine life,
because grace is weak and nature strong, God is often pleased
to vouchsafe them some extraordinary illuminations of his Holy
Spirit; but when they are grown to be more perfect men in
Christ, then he frequently seems to leave them to themselves;
and not only so, but permits a horrible deadness and dread to
overwhelm them; at which times Satan will not be wanting to
vex and tempt them to impatience, to the great discomfort of
their souls.

But be not afraid; for this is no more than your blessed
Redeemer, that spotless Lamb of God, has undergone before
you: witness his bitter agony in the garden, when his soul was
exceeding sorrowful, even unto death. When he sweat great
drops of blood, falling on the ground; when the sense of the
Divinity was drawn from him; and Satan, in all probability, was
permitted to set all his terrors in array before him.
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Getting a Grip on
God’s Word

Thumb - READ IT
Pointer - STUDY IT
Middle - MEMORIZE IT
Ring - MEDITATE ON IT
Pinky - APPLY IT

Memorizing God’s Word is
paramount to our spiritual
development ... it really is!

At the General Baptist
Mission and Ministry
Summit this past summer,
Dr. Gary Smalley,
Christian Psychologist
noted that 70% of kids that
learn to memorize
Scripture while young,
STAY IN CHURCH for the
rest of their lives!!!

What more needs to be
said???

If you learn two verses per
week, that will mean you
have learned 104 verses
each year.

S00000 ....

1. Make it a habit.

2. Find someone to partner
with.

3. Make it personal by
looking for scriptures
pertinent to your
situation.

4. Use a good translation.

5. Also memorize its
location in the bible.

6. Do it!

Suggestions for this month
or you pick your own.

Philippians 4:13 “I can do
all things through Christ
Who strengthens me.”
NKJV

1 John 4:4 “You are of
God, little children, and
have overcome them,
because He who is in you is
greater than he who is in
the world.” NKJV

Sermons From the Past (Continued)

Rejoice, therefore, my brethren, when you fall into the like
circumstances; as knowing, that you are therein partakers of
the sufferings of Jesus Christ. Consider, that it is necessary
such inward trials should come, to wean us from the
immoderate love of sensible devotion, and teach us to follow
Christ, not merely for his loaves, but out of a principle of love
and obedience. In patience, therefore, possess your souls, and
be not terrified by Satan’s suggestions. Still persevere in
seeking Jesus in the use of means, though it be sorrowing; and
though through barrenness of soul, you may go mourning all
the day long. Consider that the spouse is with you, though
behind the curtain; as he was with Mary, at the sepulcher,
though she knew it not. That he was withdrawn but for a little
while, to make his next visit more welcome. That though he
may now seem to frown and look back on you, as he did on the
Syrophonecian woman; yet if you, like her, or blind Bartimeus,
cry out so much the more earnestly, “Jesus, thou Son of David,
have mercy on us;” he will be made known unto you again,
either in the temple, by breaking of bread, or some other way.

But amongst all the devices that Satan makes use of, “to
get an advantage over us,” there is none in which he is more
successful, or by which he grieves the children of God worse,
than a

Fourth device | am going to mention, his troubling you
with blasphemous, profane, unbelieving thoughts; and
sometimes to such a degree, that they are as tormenting as the
rack.

Some indeed are apt to impute all such evil thoughts to a
disorder of body. But those who know any thing of the spiritual
life, can inform you, with greater certainty, that for the
generality, they proceed from that wicked one, the devil; who,
no doubt, has power given him from above, as well now as
formerly, to disorder the body, as he did Job’s, that he may,
with the more secrecy and success, work upon, ruffle and
torment the soul.

You that have felt his fiery darts, can subscribe to the truth
of this, and by fatal experience can tell, how often he has bid
you, “curse God and die,” and darted into your thoughts a
thousand blasphemous suggestions, even in your most secret
and solemn retirements; the bar looking back on which makes
your very hearts to tremble.

| appeal to your own consciences; Have not some of you,
when you have been lifting up holy hands in prayer, been
pestered with such a crowd of the most horrid insinuations, that
you have been often tempted to rise off from your knees, and
been made to believe your prayers were an abomination to the
Lord? Nay, when, with the rest of your Christian brethren, you
have crowded round the holy table, and taken the sacred
symbols of Christ’'s most blessed body and blood into your
hands, instead of remembering the death of your Savior, have
you not employed in driving out evil thoughts, as Abraham was
in driving away the birds, that came to devour his sacrifice; and
thereby have been terrified, lest you have eat and drank your
own damnation?

But marvel not, as though some strange thing happened
unto you; for this has been the common lot of all God’s
children. We read, even in Job’s time, “That when the sons of
God came to appear before their Maker, (at public worship)
Satan also came amongst them,” to disturb their devotions.

And think not that God is angry with you for these
distracting, though ever so blasphemous thoughts: No, he
knows it is not you, but Satan working in you; and therefore,
notwithstanding he may be displeased with, and certainly will
punish him; yet he will both pity and reward you. And though it
be difficult to make persons in your circumstances to believe
so; yet | doubt not but you are more acceptable to God, when
performing your holy duties in the midst of such involuntary
distractions, than when you are wrapped up by devotion, as it
were, into the third heavens; for you are then suffering, as well
as doing the will of God at the same time; and, like Nehemiah’s
servants at the building of the temple, are holding a trowel in
one hand, and a sword in the other. Be not driven from the use
of any ordinance whatever, on account of those abominable
suggestions; for then you let Satan get his desired advantage
over you; it being his chief design, by these thoughts, to make
you fall out with the means of grace; and to tempt you to
believe, you do not please God, for no other reason, than
because you do not please yourselves. Rather persevere in the
use of the holy communion especially, and all other means
whatever; and when these temptations have wrought that
resignation in you, for which they were permitted, God will visit
you with fresh tokens of his love, as he met Abraham, when he
returned from the slaughter of the five kings; and will send an
angel from heaven, as he did to his Son, on purpose to
strengthen you.

Hitherto we have only observed such devices as Satan
makes use of immediately by himself; but there is a

Fifth | shall mention, which is not the least, tempting us
by our carnal friends and relatives.

This is one of the most common, as well as most artful
devices he makes use of, to draw young converts from God; for
when he cannot prevail over them by himself, he will try what
he can do by the influence and mediation of others.

Thus he tempted Eve, that she might tempt Adam. Thus he
stirred up Job’s wife, to bid him “Curse God and die.” And thus
he made use of Peter’s tongue, to persuade our blessed Lord
“to spare himself,” and thereby decline those sufferings, by
which alone we could be preserved from suffering the
vengeance of eternal fire. And thus, in these last days, he often
stirs up our most powerful friends and dearest intimates, to
dissuade us from going in that narrow way, which alone
leadeth unto life eternal.

But our blessed Lord has furnished us with a sufficient
answer to all such suggestions. “Get you behind me, my
adversaries;” for otherwise they will be an offense unto you;
and the only reason why they give such advice is, because
they “favor not the things that be of God, but the things that be
of men.”

Whoever, therefore, among you are resolved to serve the
Lord, prepare your souls for many such temptations as these;
for it is necessary that such offenses should come, to try your
sincerity, to teach us to cease from man, and to see if we will
forsake all to follow Christ.

Indeed our modernisers of Christianity would persuade us,
that the gospel was calculated only for about two hundred
years; and that now there is no need of hating father and
mother, or of being persecuted for the sake of Christ and his
gospel.

But such persons err, not knowing the scriptures, and the
power of godliness in their hearts; for whosoever receives the
love of God in the truth of it, will find, that Christ came to send
not peace, but a sword upon earth, as much now as ever. That
the father-in-law shall be against the daughter-in-law, in these
latter, as well as in the primitive times; and that if we will live
godly in Christ Jesus, we must, as then, so now, from carnal
friends and relations, suffer persecution. But the devil hath a

Sixth device, which is as dangerous as any of the former,
by not tempting us at all, or rather, by withdrawing himself
for a while, in order to come upon us at an hour when we
think not of it.

Thus it is said, that he left Jesus Christ only for a season;
and our blessed Lord has bid us to watch and pray always, that
we enter not into temptation; thereby implying, that Satan,
whether we think of it or not, is always seeking how he may
devour us. If we would therefore behave like good soldiers of
Jesus Christ, we must be always upon our guard, and never
pretend to lay down our spiritual weapons of prayer and
watching, till our warfare is accomplished by death; for if we do,
our spiritual Amalek will quickly prevail against us. What if he
has left us? It is only for a season; yet a little while, and, like a
roaring lion, with double fury, he will break out upon us again.
So great a coward as the devil is, he seldom leaves us at the
first onset. As he followed our blessed Lord with one
temptation after another, so will he treat his servants. And the
reason why he does not renew his attacks, is sometimes,
because God knows we are yet weak and unable to bear them,
sometimes, because our grand adversary thinks to beset us at
a more convenient season.

Watch carefully over thy heart, O Christian; and whenever
thou perceivest thyself to be falling into a spiritual slumber, say
to it, as Christ to his disciples, “Arise (my soul) why sleepest
thou?” Awake, awake; put on strength, watch and pray, or
otherwise the Philistines will be upon thee, and lead thee
whither thou wouldst not. Alas! Is this life a time to lie down and
slumber in? Arise, and call upon thy God; thy spiritual enemy is
not dead, but lurketh in some secret place, seeking a
convenient opportunity how he may betray thee. If thou
ceasest to strive with him, thou ceasest to be a friend of God;
thou ceasest to go in that narrow way which leadeth unto life.

Thus have | endeavored to point out to you some of those
devices, that Satan generally makes use of “to get an
advantage over us;” many others there are, no doubt, which he
often uses. But these, on account of my youth and want of
experience, | cannot yet apprise you of; they who have been
listed for many years in their master’s service, and fought
under his banner against our spiritual Amalek, are able to
discover more of his artifices; and, being tempted in all things,
like unto their brethren, can, in all things, advise and succor
those that are tempted.

In the mean while, let me exhort my young fellow-soldiers,
who, like myself, are but just entering the field, and for whose
sake this was written, not to be discouraged at the fiery trial
wherewith they must be tried, if they would be found faithful
servants of Jesus Christ. You see, my dearly beloved brethren,
by what has been delivered, that our way through the
wilderness of this world to the heavenly Canaan, is beset with
thorns, and that there are sons of Anak to be grappled with, ere
you can possess the promised land. But let not these, like so
many false spies, discourage you from going up to fight the
Lord’s battles, but say with Caleb and Joshua, “Nay, but we will
go up, for we are able to conquer them.” Jesus Christ, that
great captain of our salvation, has in our stead, and as our
representative, baffled the grand enemy of mankind, and we
have nothing to do, but manfully to fight under his banner, and
to go on from conquering to conquer. Our glory does not
consist in being exempted from, but in enduring temptations.
“Blessed is the man, (says the apostle) that endureth
temptation;”: and again, “Brethren, count it all joy, when you fall
into divers temptations:” And in that perfect form our blessed
Lord has prescribed to us, we are taught to pray, not so much
to be delivered from all temptation, as “from the evil” of it.
Whilst we are on this side eternity, it must needs be that
temptations come; and, no doubt, “Satan has desired to have
all of us, to sift us as wheat.” But wherefore should we fear?
For he that is for us, is by far more powerful, than all that are
against us. Jesus Christ, our great High-priest, is exalted to the
right hand of God, and there sitteth to make intercession for us,
that our faith fail not.
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since he has promised to make us more than conquerors, of
whom should we be afraid? No, though an hose of devils are
set in array against us, let us not be afraid; though there should
rise up the hottest persecution against us, yet let us put our
trust in God. What though Satan, and the rest of his apostate
spirits, are powerful, when compared with us; yet, if put in
competition with the Almighty, they are as weak as the
meanest worms. God has them all reserved in chains of
darkness unto the judgment of the great day. So far as he
permits them, they shall go, but no farther; and where he
pleases, there shall their proud malicious designs be stayed.
We read in the gospel, that though a legion of them possessed
one man, yet they could not destroy him; nor could they so
much as enter into a swine, without first having leave given
them from above. It is true, we often find they foil us, when we
are assaulted by them; but let us be strong, and very
courageous; for, though they bruise our heels, we shall, at
length, bruise their heads. Yet a little while, and he that shall
. come, will come; and then we shall see all our spiritual
< enemies put under our feet. What f they do come out against
\ 3 | us, like so many great Goliaths; yet, if we can go forth, as the
stripling David, in the name and strength of the Lord of hosts,
we may say, O Satan, where is thy power? O fallen spirits,
where is your victory?

Once more therefore, and to conclude; let us be strong, and
very courageous, and let us put on the whole armor of God,
that we may be able to stand against the fiery darts of the
wicked one. Let us renounce ourselves, and the world, and
then we shall take away the armor in which he trusteth, and he
will find nothing in us for his temptations to work upon. We shall
then prevent his malicious designs; and being willing to suffer
ourselves, shall need less sufferings to be sent us form above.
Let us have our loins girt about with truth; and for an helmet,
the hope of salvation; “praying always with all manner of
supplication.” Above all things, “Let us take the sword of the
spirit, which is the word of God,” and “the shield of faith,”
looking always to Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before him, endured the cross,
despising the shame, and is now sat down at the right hand of
God.

To which happy place, may God of his infinite mercy
translate us all, through our Lord Jesus Christ.

To whom, with the Father, and the Holy Ghost, three
persons and one eternal God, be all honor and glory, now and
for evermore. Amen.

(And, you thought | was long winded)

... but through his preaching during what is called, “The
Great Awakening” God ushered many souls into His kingdom

... thank God for Great Preachers of the Past who carried the
torch for us to follow!

RECIPES FROM THE CHURCH COOKBOOK

CHICKEN POT PIE by Mary Waller

Combine first 8 ingredients. Cook on stove until warmed. Pour
in unbaked pie shell. Put top pastry on pie. Cook at 375° F
until pie shell is browned.

1 Can mixed vegetables 1/2 can of green beans

2 cans cream of potato soup 1/2 can creamed corn

1/2 can creamed corn 1 tsp thyme

1/2 tsp pepper

1 chicken breast cooked, cut in small pieces
Worship 1 pie shell, uncooked (double)

THE JOHNSON’S LASAGNA by Delia Johnson

4 to 5 Ibs. Ground Chuck 2 large onions

1 1/2 large jars of Ragu spaghetti sauce

1 large green & red pepper Oregano to taste
Parsley flakes for added color  Salt & Pepper

1 1/2 Ibs. cheddar cheese 1 Pkg. Lasagna

1 1/2 Ibs. mozzarella cheese
2 (40z) cans mushrooms
2 (8 ozs) containers of cottage cheese

Brown the hamburger with the onions, peppers, mushrooms
and spices all together. When finished cooking, drain off the
excess grease. Add the spaghetti sauce and allow to simmer
on low heart, stirring occasionally so that it doesn’t stick to the
pan.

When the sauce is close to being done, boil the lasagna for
about 12 minutes and place into a very large pan (or divide into
pans if desired) with a layer of lasagna and cover the bottom
with the meat mixture. Spoon in your cottage cheese and then
add generous amounts of both the white and yellow cheeses.
Add a second layer and repeat the process and if you have
enough room, add a third layer. Cover with aluminum foil and
set in the refrigerator overnight (you can cook it immediately, if
you want, but letting it set overnight, allows the sauce to soak
in better). Put pan into a preheated over at 350 ° F for about
an hour. Remove and let cool for about 15 minutes and enjoy.

PORK FIDEO by Jesse Medina

3 to 5 large slices of pork, cubed*

1 large onion (more if desired)

1 large green pepper (more if desired)

4 to 5 small pkgs. Of “coiled” fideo (or angel hair)
2 (14 1/2 ozs) cans diced or crushed tomatoes
Oregano to taste  Salt & pepper to taste

In large skillet, add cubed pork and fry with grease that’s in it
and after the grease goes away and the meat is starting to
sear, add water and allow it to cook down and keep doing so
until the meat is tender. Add onions and green peppers until
tender. Add diced (or crushed) tomatoes. Add oregano, salt
and pepper. Set aside.

In the kettle you are going to cook in, put a little oil in the
bottom of the pan and break up the fideo into the hot skillet and
brown (not burn) the fideo. Move the fideo around constantly
with a utensil so as to keep it from burning, even after it is
taken off the heat for a little time until the pan cools. When the
fideo is browned, drop the meat mixture in and add water.
Allow to cook until the fideo puffs up.

* you may substitute boiled chicken instead of pork if you
choose.

COCONUT CREAM PIE by Pina Loafman

Crust for two (2) pies:

2 cups flour 3/4 cup Crisco
1/2 tsp. salt 1/4 cup iced water

Coconut Filling:

6 eggs, separated (Use egg whites for meringue)
1/2 cup sugar _ 1 scant Tbsp

1/2 tsp. salt

3/4 TB of cornstarch 1/4 tsp. coconut flavoring
A scant 1/2 cup coconut (you can tell by looking and
folding over easy)

3 cups milk (2% and 1 little heaped Tbsp margarine)

Meringue:

Egg whites from coconut filling
3 Thbsp sugar

3 Tbsp meringue powder*

A few drops flavoring (coconut)

* If no meringue powder is in house increase sugar to 6
tablespoons and use 1/4 teaspoon cream of tartar. Meringue
powder will keep the meringue from leaking for 3 days or more.

Pie Crust: In small mixing bowl, mix flour and salt. Cutin
Crisco with pastry blender or fork until the pieces are the size
of small peas. Add ice water, a little at a time, until dough
holds together. Divide dough in half. | keep flour sack from
WalMart, | use for nothing but rolling pie crust on. It rolls out
thinner. All ladies know how to flute the pie crust. Bake in a
350° F until brown.

Filling: Mix well, sugar, salt and cornstarch together. Stir into
slightly beaten egg yolks and mix well. Add to egg mixture the
3 cups milk, stir in well and cook over medium heart, stirring
constantly. When it starts to bubble, turn off heart and let
stand a few seconds. Very easy stir in the coconut, flavoring
and margarine. Fold gently into the pastry shell. This recipe is
for a 9 inch pan.

Merinque: Beat egg white slowly at first until foamy, then beat
at high speed, adding sugar slowly, then meringue powder or
cream of tartar (whichever one you are using ) and the few
drops of flavoring.

Pour over pie and sprinkle all over pie high with flaked coconut.
Return to 350 ° F oven until nice brown, 10 to 12 minutes.

Thank you for taking the time to read this newsletter. If you found it
helpful, please forward it to others who may be interested in what’s
going on at the Bethany Church.

If you had rather have this newsletter emailed to you, please send an
email to us with your request.

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here.
Questions or comments? E-mail us at bethanygbc@gmail.com
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